Appendix S3. Following the consideration in Crampton [1] , the information content in each harmonic was estimated based on the amplitude of the harmonics. The amplitudes were cumulated over the total range of harmonics and the information brought by each harmonic was estimated as the percentage of the sum of all harmonic amplitudes [2] . In our case each of the nine first harmonics increased the amount of shape information up to 97% of the total information, meanwhile the subsequent harmonics provided almost no further relevant shape information (Fig. S1) .
. Cumulative power as a function of the harmonic order for the Elliptic Fourier transform of (A) one draw (Apodemus atavus 4150) and (B) for one picture (Coryphomys buehleri AMF68751). The cumulative power correspond to the contribution of each harmonic (%) to the total information. 
